WEST VIRGINIA:


At a regular session of the County Commission, held for the County of Mercer, at the Courthouse thereof, on Tuesday, October 12, 2021,

            Present:


Gene Buckner,

 
President

Present:


Greg Puckett,


Commissioner

Present:


Bill Archer,



Commissioner
RE:
OATH – MERCER DAY REPORT CENTER 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Bill Archer, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Employment and Oath of Office for Benjamin Jones to serve as Community Service Supervisor for the Mercer Day Report Center. 
RE:
JUUL LAWSUIT

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Bill Archer, Commissioner, the Commission voted to approve a Cooperative Agreement with Webb Law Services to enter into a contractual procedure to validity a suit against the JUUL Company. Gene Buckner opposed the motion.

RE:
DRAWDOWN – CUMBERLAND INDUSTRIAL PARK BROADBAND EXPANSION PROJECT

This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to accept Drawdown #5 in the amount of $529.21 for the Cumberland Industrial Park Broadband Expansion Project. 
RE:
SUDDENLINK CABLE FRANCHISE RENEWAL

This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to table the Suddenlink Cable Franchise Renewal.

RE:
GRANT – WV RECORDS MANAGEMENT & PRESERVATION GRANT

This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve a WV Records Management & Preservation Grant Application in the amount of $13,625 for the County Clerk’s Office and $33,100 for the Circuit Clerk’s Office. Grant required matching funds will be taken from the Video Lottery Fund. 


RE:
LEASE AGREEMENT – GARDNER CENTER – WEST VIRGINIA YOUTH SERVICES

This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Gene Buckner, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve a Contract of Lease with the Division of Corrections, Bureau of Juvenile Services. Lessee shall pay $1,650/month starting November 1, 2021 and ending October 31, 2024. 



RE:
RESOLUTION (AMENDED) – SOUTHERN WEST VIRGINIA NON-



MOTORIZED TRAIL AUTHORITY

This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve an amended Resolution for Southern West Virginia Non-Motorized Trail Authority to include Raleigh County.

RESOLUTION

SOUTHERN WEST VIRGINIA NON-MOTORIZED TRAIL AUTHORITY

Whereas, the Southern West Virginia counties including Monroe, Summers, Mercer, McDowell, Raleigh, and Wyoming share a diverse history filled with triumphs and challenges. From the popular healing springs of Monroe County to the railroad, timber and coal industries of Wyoming, McDowell, Mercer, Raleigh, and Summers counties, the citizens of West Virginia’s southernmost counties have long enjoyed a common bond born of necessity and strengthened through love of the mountain region we all call home; and

Whereas, the six-county region enjoys unrivaled natural beauty that includes majestic mountain ranges, a diverse network of beautiful rivers and streams, temperate-to-mild winters and summers as well as a diverse population base with a shared love for their homes, families and way of life that has been nurtured by generations raised with southern West Virginia values; and

Whereas, the County Commissions of six West Virginia counties named above accept the responsibility of promoting ways of improving the quality of life for our citizens as well as developing better access to the unspoiled natural beauty of our shared region. The County Commissions of Wyoming, McDowell, Mercer, Monroe, Raleigh and Summers counties, therefore seek to develop a six-county non-motorized hiking, kayak, canoe, mountain biking and draisine trail system -- with an additional equestrian trail system – to benefit local residents as well as visitors; and

Whereas, the six above-named counties create this Southern West Virginia Non-Motorized Trail Authority under the provisions of West Virginia State Code 20-17-1 through 9, to enjoy certain benefits afforded to trail authorities statewide. In addition, the Southern West Virginia Non-Motorized Trail Authority pledges to develop a system that provides an alternative – not a competition -- to the region’s state-maintained All-Terrain Vehicle Hatfield-McCoy Trail System; and

Whereas, by developing a non-motorized trail system on abandoned logging, coal haulage railways and stream-side trails, the united counties can promote healthy activities for citizens and guests while embracing a commitment to environmental stewardship of our common natural resources.

Now Therefore, Be It Resolved that the Mercer County Commission resolves to join the Southern West Virginia Non-Motorized Trail Authority for the benefit of our citizens, visitors, guests and future generations.

Dated this October 12, 2021.

Mercer County Commission:



/s/ Gene Buckner_______________________











Gene Buckner, President 











/s/ Greg Puckett________________________












Greg Puckett, Commissioner 











/s/ Bill Archer   ________________________










Bill Archer, Commissioner 


RE:
RESOLUTION HONORING GRANT’S SUPERMARKETS FOR IGA USA 




“RETAILER OF THE YEAR” AWARD


This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve a Resolution Honoring Grant’s Supermarkets for IGA (Independent Grocer’s Alliance) USA “Retailer of the Year” Award.

RESOLUTION HONORING GRANT’S SUPERMARKETS
FOR IGA (INDEPENDENT GROCER’S ALLIANCE) USA “RETAILER OF THE YEAR” AWARD

Whereas, one of Mercer County’s most beloved bedrock businesses -- Grant’s Supermarkets – was named IGA (Independent Grocers’ Alliance) USA “Retailer of the Year” during the annual NGA (National Grocers’ Association) Awards Gala September 19-21 in Las Vegas, Nevada. The well-deserved recognition came following a challenging period when Americans learned the truly essential role independent grocers and their dedicated staff members are when the world suffered through a global pandemic; and

Whereas, Grant’s Supermarkets responded quickly to the tragic spread of the Novel Corona Virus and worked within the fellowship of independent grocers along with their dedicated distribution network to meet the unanticipated challenges of a traumatized public. Shoppers knew IGA staff members were front-line workers – front-line heroes -- long before billboards throughout the region emerged to recognize and celebrate the dedication of these essential workers; and

Whereas, Grant’s serves the public through 16 retail locations in southern West Virginia and southwestern Virginia. Grant’s leadership team includes Bluefield Mayor Ron Martin and his partners Ronnie Cruey and Randle Grant. Grant’s Markets provide a modern, well-lighted immaculate store setting with an attractive appearance, wide selection along with friendly, courteous and helpful staff. All of Grant’s stores are certified “IGA Five Star” locations; and

Whereas, A family-friendly … family-founded … and family-oriented business, Grant’s has served generations of families in Mercer County and other communities throughout the two Virginias. The entire Grants’ family of stores has left a good taste in collective pallets and hearts of a thankful community for many, many years. Grant’s on-going legacy of community service is well-known throughout the region.

Now Therefore, Be It Resolved that the Mercer County Commission expresses its heartfelt congratulations to Grant’s Supermarkets’ management and staff for much-deserved recognition of being named IGA USA Retailer of the Year.

Dated this 12th day of October, 2021 

Mercer County Commission:



/s/ Gene Buckner_______________________











Gene Buckner, President 











/s/ Greg Puckett________________________












Greg Puckett, Commissioner 











/s/ Bill Archer   ________________________










Bill Archer, Commissioner 

RE:     ESTATE – SHELBY JEAN LANE GREEN – DECEASED

BEFORE THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF MERCER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
IN RE:  SHELBY JEAN LANE GREEN, DECEASED.

O-R-D-E-R

On the 12th day of October, 2021, before the Mercer County Commission, came the matter of the Estate of Shelby Jean Lane Green, deceased, upon motion of Connie H. Bellini, Executrix, requesting that a copy of the Last Will and Testament of said estate be accepted for recordation.    

 
After discussion and review of this matter by the Commission, upon proper motion and second, and it appearing proper to do so, the Commission ORDERS that the copy of the Last Will and Testament of Shelby Jean Lane Green, deceased, be admitted to record.   


All of which was accordingly ADJUDGED and ORDERED.  The Clerk of this Commission is DIRECTED to take whatever actions he deems necessary to effectuate this Order. 

Dated this the 12thth day of October, 2021. 









ENTER:











         

/s/A. Gene Buckner_________________ 









A. GENE BUCKNER, PRESIDENT








MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION

ATTEST:

/s/Verlin T. Moye_______________                   

VERLIN T. MOYE, CLERK

MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION

RE:     ESTATE – BERNARD OSCAR DEMPSEY LEE PHIPPS – DECEASED

BEFORE THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF MERCER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
IN RE:  BERNARD OSCAR DEMPSEY LEE PHIPPS, DECEASED.

O-R-D-E-R

On the 12th day of October, 2021, before the Mercer County Commission, came the matter of the Estate of Bernard Oscar Dempsey Lee Phipps, deceased, upon motion of Clifton Phipps, Executor, requesting that a copy of the Last Will and Testament of said estate be accepted for recordation.    

 
After discussion and review of this matter by the Commission, upon proper motion and second, and it appearing proper to do so, the Commission ORDERS that the copy of the Last Will and Testament of Bernard Oscar Dempsey Lee Phipps, deceased, be admitted to record.   


All of which was accordingly ADJUDGED and ORDERED.  The Clerk of this Commission is DIRECTED to take whatever actions he deems necessary to effectuate this Order. 

Dated this the 12thth day of October, 2021. 









ENTER:











         

/s/A. Gene Buckner_________________ 









A. GENE BUCKNER, PRESIDENT








MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION

ATTEST:

/s/Verlin T. Moye_______________                   

VERLIN T. MOYE, CLERK

MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION

RE:     ESTATE – PEARL M. PHIPPS – DECEASED

BEFORE THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF MERCER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
IN RE:  PEARL M. PHIPPS, DECEASED.

O-R-D-E-R

On the 12th day of October, 2021, before the Mercer County Commission, came the matter of the Estate of Pearl M. Phipps, deceased, upon motion of Clifton Phipps, Executor, requesting that a copy of the Last Will and Testament of said estate be accepted for recordation.    

 
After discussion and review of this matter by the Commission, upon proper motion and second, and it appearing proper to do so, the Commission ORDERS that the copy of the Last Will and Testament of Pearl M. Phipps, deceased, be admitted to record.   


All of which was accordingly ADJUDGED and ORDERED.  The Clerk of this Commission is DIRECTED to take whatever actions he deems necessary to effectuate this Order. 

Dated this the 12thth day of October, 2021. 









ENTER:











         

/s/A. Gene Buckner_________________ 









A. GENE BUCKNER, PRESIDENT








MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION

ATTEST:

/s/Verlin T. Moye_______________                   

VERLIN T. MOYE, CLERK

MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION


RE:

FUNDING REQUEST – MERCER COUNTY PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT 


This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve a funding request from Mercer County Public Service District for Nemours waterline upgrade. Funding in the amount of $35,000 will be taken from the Coal Reallocation Fund. 


RE:

FUNDING REQUEST – MERCER COUNTY PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT 


This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Bill Archer, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve a funding request from Mercer County Public Service District for 2 invoices from C2G Engineering, Inc. for flow meter replacement at the Matoaka Sewage Plant. Funding in the amount up to $5,400 will be taken from the Coal Reallocation Fund. 


RE:

FUNDING REQUEST – GREATER PRINCETON LITTLE LEAGUE 


This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to table a funding request from Greater Princeton Little League.


RE:

FUNDING REQUEST – HELPFUL HARVEST FOOD BANK 


This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to table a funding request from Helpful Harvest Food Bank.


RE:

MERCER COUNTY ASSESSOR’S OFFICE 


This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Bill Archer, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve a request from the Assessor’s Office to provide funding for JD Power Valuation Services. Funding in the amount up to $15,000 will be taken from the Courthouse Equipment Fund.


RE:

DISCUSSION – BANKING SERVICES 


This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to explore other opportunities for banking services. 


RE:

DISCUSSION – COVID VACCINE SURVEY ON WEBSITE & FACEBOOK 


This day on motion of Gene Buckner, Commissioner, seconded by Bill Archer, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to have a commission meeting, whatever is done and voted on in the commission meeting, the commissioners will therefore send that information to our county administrator who will be the one to put the information on Facebook and Website. Greg Puckett abstained. 

RE:
EXECUTIVE SESSION

This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to go into executive session. On motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Bill Archer, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to come out of executive session and go back into regular session. No votes were taken during the executive session.


RE:

PERSONNEL MATTERS  


This day on motion of Gene Buckner, Commissioner, seconded by Bill Archer, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to set a date and talk to the Dilapidated Building Officer. Gene Buckner and Vicky Reed will discuss wages then they will bring the information to a meeting to be discussed during executive session.

This day came Rhonda L. Tolley, by representative, and moved the Commission to correct the Land Books for 2021, touching the assessment thereon against the said Rhonda L. Tolley, on 34.56 Ac Rich Ck, Rock District, County of Mercer, State of West Virginia.  Prosecuting Attorney waiving notice thereto.


After hearing all the evidence in the case and it appearing to the Commission that the property assessed for $82,380 class 2 – should be assessed for $64,368 class 2.  Farm Use was omitted in error.  It is therefore ordered that Rhonda L. Tolley be exonerated from the payment of taxes, or if the taxes have been paid, shall be refunded by the Sheriff of Mercer County on such erroneous assessment.
Amount of Exoneration $204.98

This day came Jacqueline & Joseph Rhea, by representative, and moved the Commission to correct the Land Books for 2021, touching the assessment thereon against the said Jacqueline & Joseph Rhea, on Pt Lot 1+2 Sec 325 4th Inc Map 17 Pcl 575, Bluefield District, County of Mercer, State of West Virginia.  Prosecuting Attorney waiving notice thereto.


After hearing all the evidence in the case and it appearing to the Commission that the property assessed for $18,780 class 2 – should be assessed for $18,780 class 2 with homestead exemption covering part of property.  It is therefore ordered that Jacqueline & Joseph Rhea be exonerated from the payment of taxes, or if the taxes have been paid, shall be refunded by the Sheriff of Mercer County on such erroneous assessment.
Amount of Exoneration $239.84

This day came Steven & Christina Knuckles, by representative, and moved the Commission to correct the Land Books for 2021, touching the assessment thereon against the said Steven & Christina Knuckles, on Lot 9 D College, Princeton District, County of Mercer, State of West Virginia.  Prosecuting Attorney waiving notice thereto.


After hearing all the evidence in the case and it appearing to the Commission that the property assessed for $63,060 class 4 – should be assessed for $63,060 class 2.  It is therefore ordered that Steven & Christina Knuckles be exonerated from the payment of taxes, or if the taxes have been paid, shall be refunded by the Sheriff of Mercer County on such erroneous assessment.
Amount of Exoneration $875.28

This day came William R. Shorter, by representative, and moved the Commission to correct the Land Books for 2021, touching the assessment thereon against the said William R. Shorter, on .88 Ac Tract Plat 17349, Plymouth District, County of Mercer, State of West Virginia.  Prosecuting Attorney waiving notice thereto.


After hearing all the evidence in the case and it appearing to the Commission that the property assessed for $9,130 class 2 – should be assessed for $2,400 class 2.  It is therefore ordered that William R. Shorter be exonerated from the payment of taxes, or if the taxes have been paid, shall be refunded by the Sheriff of Mercer County on such erroneous assessment.
Amount of Exoneration $76.59

This day came New Peoples Bank, Inc., by representative, and moved the Commission to correct the Land Books for 2021, touching the assessment thereon against the said New Peoples Bank, Inc., on Lot 7 Sec 24 Pctn Ave, Bluefield District, County of Mercer, State of West Virginia.  Prosecuting Attorney waiving notice thereto.


After hearing all the evidence in the case and it appearing to the Commission that the property assessed for $8,100 class 2 – should be assessed for $2,340 class 4.  It is therefore ordered that New Peoples Bank, Inc. be exonerated from the payment of taxes, or if the taxes have been paid, shall be refunded by the Sheriff of Mercer County on such erroneous assessment.
Amount of Exoneration $47.47

This day came Twelve Oaks Investments, by representative, and moved the Commission to correct the Land Books for 2021, touching the assessment thereon against the said Twelve Oaks Investments, on 1.35 Ac Eva Pl Cont for Arnold Harmon, Bluefield District, County of Mercer, State of West Virginia.  Prosecuting Attorney waiving notice thereto.


After hearing all the evidence in the case and it appearing to the Commission that the property assessed for $70,800 class 2 – should be assessed for $10,300 class 4.  It is therefore ordered that Twelve Oaks Investments be exonerated from the payment of taxes, or if the taxes have been paid, shall be refunded by the Sheriff of Mercer County on such erroneous assessment.
Amount of Exoneration $696.78

This day came David A./Cora Simmons, by representative, and moved the Commission to correct the Personal Property Books for 2021, touching the assessment thereon against the said David A./Cora Simmons on Personal Property, Beaver Pond District, County of Mercer, State of West Virginia.  Prosecuting Attorney waiving notice thereto.


After hearing all the evidence in the case and it appearing to the Commission that taxpayer’s personal property (vehicles) was taxed in Bluefield Corporation should be taxed in Beaver Pond District. It is therefore ordered that David A./Cora Simmons be exonerated from the payment of taxes, or if the taxes have been paid, shall be refunded by the Sheriff of Mercer County on such erroneous assessment.

Amount of Exoneration $203.20

This day came Aaron L. & Adrian Edwards, by representative, and moved the Commission to correct the Personal Property Books for 2019, touching the assessment thereon against the said Aaron L. & Adrian Edwards on Personal Property, East River District, County of Mercer, State of West Virginia.  Prosecuting Attorney waiving notice thereto.


After hearing all the evidence in the case and it appearing to the Commission that taxpayer paid taxes twice on a mobile home assessed for $6,180 class 2. It is therefore ordered that Aaron L. & Adrian Edwards be exonerated from the payment of taxes, or if the taxes have been paid, shall be refunded by the Sheriff of Mercer County on such erroneous assessment.

Amount of Exoneration $76.36

PETITION FOR CANCELLATION OF ERRONEOUS CHARGES

DATE 10/5/2021

Tax Year 2021

East River District

TICKET #

NAME




REASON


    
  AMOUNT
307999


Misty K. Hill



Did not own MH 7/1/20.
   $     105.42

308946


Jessie Parks



Mobile home torn down.

     28.68

309868


TIAA Commercial

Keying error.




   303.06





Finance Inc.

306495


Automotive Rentals, Inc
Keying error.


               2,220.48


307023


Cit Bank NA



Error in assessment.


   276.86


Tax Year 2021

Beaver Pond District

TICKET #

NAME




REASON


    
  AMOUNT
5958


Mountain Acres


Should have been exempt.
   $      819.70





Properties, Inc.

300795


Douglas Bussard


MH not in Mercer Co.


    460.90

302191


Jersey Memorial Group
Double assessed.


        4,223.50

301556


FMCC




Keying error.


   
        6,417.64

Tax Year 2021

Plymouth District

TICKET #

NAME




REASON


 
     AMOUNT
311433


Robert Paitsel


Wrong vehicle on ticket.
   $       391.60

311566


S W WV Rentals


Double assessed on MH.
            140.66

Tax Year 2021

Rock District

TICKET #

NAME




REASON



      AMOUNT
42206


Virginia Penn


Should be no tax ticket.
   $           6.84

42333


Virginia Penn


Should be no tax ticket.

         6.84

313647


Posie E. Combs


Did not own MH 7/1/20.

       31.76

Tax Year 2020

Princeton District

TICKET #

NAME



REASON


      AMOUNT
35957


Mountain Acres

Should have been exempt.
   $     2,828.20




Properties, Inc.

35956


Mountain Acres

Should have been exempt

   61.64




Properties, Inc.


This day the following accounts were presented against the County of Mercer, and the Commission having examined each and all of them, doth allow payment from the different accounts, check numbers listed below:

GENERAL COUNTY



- Check #74860-75115    Void #74860, 75063, 75089
COAL SEVERANCE




- Check #4129-4136
JUSTICE FINES





- Check #5361

EMERGENCY 911




- Check 4280
HOME CONFINEMENT



- Check #2522-2524
HOTEL MOTEL





- Check #4267-4276



COURTHOUSE EQUIPMENT

- Check #812-815


COURTHOUSE ANNEX



- Check #1765-1772
VIDEO LOTTERY




- Check #1459-1464

COAL REALLOCATION



- Check #1034
MCDRC FEES





- Check #5523-5538


ASSESSOR REAPPRAISAL


- Check #6555-6563
SHERIFF DRUG FUND



- Check #1100
DEPUTY SHERIFF RETIREMENT
- Check #297

It is ordered that this Commission be and is hereby adjourned until Tuesday, November 9, 2021. 


           

          
















_____________________________________PRESIDENT
