WEST VIRGINIA:


At a regular session of the County Commission, held for the County of Mercer, at the Courthouse thereof, on Tuesday, September 14, 2021,

            Present:


Gene Buckner,

 
President

Present:


Greg Puckett,


Commissioner

Present:


Bill Archer,


Commissioner
RE:
OATH – MERCER COUNTY ASSESSOR’S OFFICE 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Bill Archer, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Employment and Oath of Office for Michael Klossner to serve as Property Appraiser for the Assessor’s Office. 
RE:
OATH – MERCER DAY REPORT CENTER

This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Employment and Oath of Office for Brittany Bailey to serve as Administrative Assistant for the Mercer Day Report Center. 
RE:
OATH – MERCER COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER

This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the Employment and Oath of Office for Haley Lawrence to serve as part-time Kennel Technician for the Animal Shelter. 
RE:
OATH – MERCER COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Bill Archer, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to table the Employment and Oath of Office for Madyson Russell to serve as part-time kennel technician at the Animal Shelter. 
RE:
JUUL LAWSUIT

This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to table a Resolution regarding a JUUL Lawsuit. 

RE:
AGREEENT – SOFTWARE SYSTEMS, INC. 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Bill Archer, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to accept an Agreement with Software Systems, Inc. to install software in the Sheriff’s Tax Office.

RE:
GRANT – WV COALFIELDS HIGHWAY SAFETY PROGRAM GRANT 




APPLICATION & RESOLUTION 

This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve the FY22 WV Governor’s Highway Safety Program Grant Application and Resolution for the Mercer County Sheriff’s Department in the amount of $362,600. 

RE:
DRAWDOWN – CUMBERLAND INDUSTRIAL PARK BROADBAND EXPANSION PROJECT

This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to accept Drawdown #4 in the amount of $1,730.79 for the Cumberland Industrial Park Broadband Expansion Project. 
RE:
APPROVAL – GENERAL COUNTY BUDGET REVISION

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Bill Archer, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve Budget Revision No. 2 for FY 2021/2022 for the General Fund.

RE:
APPROVAL – COAL SEVERANCE BUDGET REVISION

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Bill Archer, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve Budget Revision No. 2 for FY 2021/2022 for the Coal Severance Fund. 
RE:
CHECKING ACCOUNT – DILAPIDATED STRUCTURES PROGRAM 

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Bill Archer, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to open a checking account for the Dilapidated Structures Program.

RE:
DEMOLITION BID – DILAPIDATED STRUCTURES PROGRAM 

This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to accept a bid from Empire Salvage & Recycling , Inc. for demolition of structure located at 124 Brazil Court, Princeton, West Virginia. Funding in the amount of $3,950 will be taken from the Dilapidated Structures Program fund. 

RE:
PROPOSALS – CARPET MATS FOR COURTHOUSE AND ANNEX 

This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to accept a proposal from Cintas to provide carpet mats for the Courthouse and Annex in the amount of $105.96/month. 

RE:     ESTATE – MANUELLA BAILEY – DECEASED

BEFORE THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF MERCER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
IN RE: MANUELLA BAILEY, DECEASED.

O-R-D-E-R

On the 14th day of September, 2021, before the Mercer County Commission, came the matter of the Estate of Manuella Bailey, deceased, upon request of Ryan J. Flanigan, Fiduciary Commissioner, requesting that the Sheriff of Mercer County, T. A. Bailey, be appointed Administrator DBN of said estate, and that the Executrix, Shana Bailey, be removed for failure to complete the duties of said estate.   

 
After a discussion and review of this matter by the Commission, upon proper motion and second, and it appearing proper to do so, the Commission ORDERS that the Sheriff of Mercer County, T. A. Bailey, shall qualify as Administrator DBN over the estate of Manuella Bailey, deceased. No bond being required.


All of which was accordingly ADJUDGED and ORDERED.  The Clerk of this Commission is DIRECTED to take whatever actions he deems necessary to effectuate this Order. 

Dated this the 14th day of September, 2021. 









ENTER:











         

/s/A. Gene Buckner_________________ 









A. GENE BUCKNER, PRESIDENT








MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION

ATTEST:

/s/Verlin T. Moye_______________                   

VERLIN T. MOYE, CLERK

MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION

RE:     ESTATE – ROBERT E. HARRIS – DECEASED

BEFORE THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF MERCER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
IN RE: ROBERT E. HARRIS, DECEASED.

O-R-D-E-R

On the 14th day of September, 2021, before the Mercer County Commission, came the matter of the Estate of Robert E. Harris, deceased, upon motion of Paula Goforth, Executrix, requesting that the estate be reopened for the purpose of receiving additional assets to be distributed.

 
After discussion and review of this matter by the Commission, upon proper motion and second, and it appearing proper to do so, the Commission ORDERS that the estate of Robert E. Harris, deceased, shall be reopened, and that Paula Goforth be allowed to serve as Executrix. No bond being required per will.


All of which was accordingly ADJUDGED and ORDERED.  The Clerk of this Commission is DIRECTED to take whatever actions he deems necessary to effectuate this Order. 

Dated this the 14th day of September, 2021. 









ENTER:











         

/s/A. Gene Buckner_________________ 









A. GENE BUCKNER, PRESIDENT








MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION

ATTEST:

/s/Verlin T. Moye_______________                   

VERLIN T. MOYE, CLERK

MERCER COUNTY COMMISSION



RE:
FUNDING REQUEST – REGION ONE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT


This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Bill Archer, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve an engineering agreement with ROC for “last mile” planning services for broadband expansion presented by Region One Planning and Development. Funding in the amount of $3,500 will be taken from the Video Lottery Fund.


RE:
FUNDING REQUEST – DOWNSTREAM STRATEGIES



This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve Invoice #4 from Downstream Strategies for the Convention Center Feasibility Study. Funding in the amount of $10,301 will be taken from the Video Lottery Fund.


RE:
FUNDING REQUEST – NEMOURS RURITAN CLUB 



This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve a funding request from Nemours Ruritan Club to renovate the Community Building. Funding in the amount of $2,500 will be taken from the Video Lottery Fund. 



RE:
FUNDING REQUEST – HELPFUL HARVEST FOOD BANK 


This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Bill Archer, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to table a funding request from Helpful Harvest Food Bank.


RE:
FUNDING REQUEST – BLUEFIELD BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE 



This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Bill Archer, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve a funding request from Bluefield Beautification Committee for the 2021 Oktoberfest in the Park. Funding in the amount of $1,000 will be taken from the Hotel Motel Fund. 



RE:
FUNDING REQUEST – RIDIN’ 4-A CURE EVENT 


This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Bill Archer, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to table a funding request for the Ridin’ 4-A Cure Event.

RE:
RESOLUTION – FIVE COUNTY NON-MOTORIZED TRAIL AUTHORITY

This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve a Resolution for Five County Non-Motorized Trail Authority.

RESOLUTION

FIVE COUNTY NON-MOTORIZED TRAIL AUTHORITY

Whereas, the southern West Virginia counties including Monroe, Summers, Mercer, McDowell and Wyoming share a diverse history filled with triumphs and challenges. From the popular healing springs of Monroe County to the railroad, timber and coal industries of Wyoming, McDowell, Mercer and Summers counties, the citizens of West Virginia’s southernmost counties have long enjoyed a common bond born of necessity and strengthened through love of the mountain region we all call home; and

Whereas, the five-county region enjoys unrivaled natural beauty that includes majestic mountain ranges, a diverse network of beautiful rivers and streams, temperate-to-mild winters and summers as well as a diverse population base with a shared love for their homes, families and way of life that has been nurtured by generations raised with southern West Virginia values; and

Whereas, the County Commissions of five West Virginia counties named above accept the responsibility of promoting ways of improving the quality of life for our citizens as well as developing better access to the unspoiled natural beauty of our shared region. The County Commissions of Wyoming, McDowell, Mercer, Monroe and Summers counties, therefore seek to develop a five-county non-motorized hiking, kayak, canoe, mountain biking and draisine trail system -- with an additional equestrian trail system – to benefit local residents as well as visitors; and

Whereas, the five above-named counties create this Southernmost West Virginia Five-County Non-Motorized Trail Authority under the provisions of West Virginia State Code 20-17-1 through 9, to enjoy certain benefits afforded to trail authorities statewide. In addition, the Southernmost WV Five County Non-Motorized Trail Authority pledges to develop a system that provides an alternative – not a competition -- to the region’s state-maintained All-Terrain Vehicle Hatfield-McCoy Trail System; and

Whereas, by developing a non-motorized trail system on abandoned logging, coal haulage railways and stream-side trails, the untied counties can promote activities that promote healthy activities for citizens and guests while embracing a commitment to environmental stewardship of our common natural resources.

Now Therefore, Be It Resolved that the Mercer County Commission resolves to join the Southernmost West Virginia Five-County Non-Motorized Trail Authority for the benefit of our citizens, visitors, guests and future generations.

Dated this 14th day of September, 2021 

Mercer County Commission:



/s/ Gene Buckner_______________________








Gene Buckner, President 








/s/ Greg Puckett________________________







Greg Puckett, Commissioner 








/s/ Bill Archer   ________________________







Bill Archer, Commissioner 

RE:
MASK REQUIREMENTS

This day on motion of Greg Puckett, Commissioner, seconded by Bill Archer, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to accept the mask requirements for all county facilities, all county buildings, in general commons areas when you are not seated at your desk. 

RE:
EXECUTIVE SESSION

This day on motion of Gene Buckner, Commissioner, seconded by Bill Archer, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to go into executive session. On motion of Gene Buckner, Commissioner, seconded by Bill Archer, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to come out of executive session and go back into regular session. No votes were taken during the executive session.

RE:
FUNDING REQUEST – MERCER COUNTY PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT 


This day on motion of Bill Archer, Commissioner, seconded by Greg Puckett, Commissioner, the Commission voted unanimously to approve a funding request for compensation of Board Members going back 14 months for a total of $4,200 which includes the members of the Mercer County Public Service District. Future payments will be made quarterly at the rate prescribed in WV State Code 16-13A-4 which allows $100 for regular monthly meetings. Funding will be taken from the Coal Reallocation Fund. 

This day came Kathleen Borland, by representative, and moved the Commission to correct the Land Books for 2021, touching the assessment thereon against the said Kathleen Borland, on Pt Tr 72 Cumb Hts, Bluefield District, County of Mercer, State of West Virginia.  Prosecuting Attorney waiving notice thereto.


After hearing all the evidence in the case and it appearing to the Commission that the property assessed for $14,580 class 4 – should be assessed for $14,580 class 2.  It is therefore ordered that Kathleen Borland be exonerated from the payment of taxes, or if the taxes have been paid, shall be refunded by the Sheriff of Mercer County on such erroneous assessment.

Amount of Exoneration $202.37

This day came Timothy & Sandra Furches, by representative, and moved the Commission to correct the Land Books for 2021, touching the assessment thereon against the said Timothy & Sandra Furches, on 9.6 Ac Alvis Rd, Plymouth District, County of Mercer, State of West Virginia.  Prosecuting Attorney waiving notice thereto.


After hearing all the evidence in the case and it appearing to the Commission that the property assessed for $31,500 class 2 – should be assessed for $25,260 class 2.  It is therefore ordered that Timothy & Sandra Furches be exonerated from the payment of taxes, or if the taxes have been paid, shall be refunded by the Sheriff of Mercer County on such erroneous assessment.
Amount of Exoneration $71.01


This day came Pete J. Cloud Etal, by representative, and moved the Commission to correct the Land Books for 2021, touching the assessment thereon against the said Pete J. Cloud Etal, on Pts 8-9 Sec 142 N Walker, Princeton District, County of Mercer, State of West Virginia.  Prosecuting Attorney waiving notice thereto.


After hearing all the evidence in the case and it appearing to the Commission that the property assessed for $36,660 class 2 – should be assessed for $36,660 class 2 with $20,000 homestead exemption applied to property.  It is therefore ordered that Pete J. Cloud Etal be exonerated from the payment of taxes, or if the taxes have been paid, shall be refunded by the Sheriff of Mercer County on such erroneous assessment.

Amount of Exoneration $277.60


This day came Elizabeth Muldoon, by representative, and moved the Commission to correct the Land Books for 2021, touching the assessment thereon against the said Elizabeth Muldoon, on 5.15 Acs Nr Athens, Plymouth District, County of Mercer, State of West Virginia.  Prosecuting Attorney waiving notice thereto.


After hearing all the evidence in the case and it appearing to the Commission that the property assessed for $104,880 class 2 – should be assessed for $104,880 class 2 with $20,000 homestead exemption applied to property.  It is therefore ordered that Elizabeth Muldoon be exonerated from the payment of taxes, or if the taxes have been paid, shall be refunded by the Sheriff of Mercer County on such erroneous assessment.

Amount of Exoneration $227.60

This day came Twelve Oaks Investments, by representative, and moved the Commission to correct the Land Books for 2021, touching the assessment thereon against the said Twelve Oaks Investments, on Lot Preston, Bluefield District, County of Mercer, State of West Virginia.  Prosecuting Attorney waiving notice thereto.


After hearing all the evidence in the case and it appearing to the Commission that the property assessed for $12,960 class 4 – should be assessed for $12,960 class 2.  It is therefore ordered that Twelve Oaks Investments be exonerated from the payment of taxes, or if the taxes have been paid, shall be refunded by the Sheriff of Mercer County on such erroneous assessment.
Amount of Exoneration $179.89


This day came Jesse Farley, by representative, and moved the Commission to correct the Land Books for 2021, touching the assessment thereon against the said Jesse Farley, on 100 Ac Laurel Ck HT, Jumping Branch District, County of Mercer, State of West Virginia.  Prosecuting Attorney waiving notice thereto.


After hearing all the evidence in the case and it appearing to the Commission that the property assessed for $85,260 class 2 – should be assessed for $27,420 class 2.  It is therefore ordered that Jesse Farley be exonerated from the payment of taxes, or if the taxes have been paid, shall be refunded by the Sheriff of Mercer County on such erroneous assessment.

Amount of Exoneration $658.22


This day came Roy & Velma Roberts, by representative, and moved the Commission to correct the Land Books for 2021, touching the assessment thereon against the said Roy & Velma Roberts, on 6.5 Ac Oxley Hollow (DW), Plymouth District, County of Mercer, State of West Virginia.  Prosecuting Attorney waiving notice thereto.


After hearing all the evidence in the case and it appearing to the Commission that the property assessed for $49,500 class 2 – should be assessed for $49,500 class 2 with the $20,000 homestead exemption applied to property.  It is therefore ordered that Roy & Velma Roberts be exonerated from the payment of taxes, or if the taxes have been paid, shall be refunded by the Sheriff of Mercer County on such erroneous assessment.

Amount of Exoneration $227.60

This day came Harold W. & Pauline Blubaugh, by representative, and moved the Commission to correct the Personal Property Books for 2020, touching the assessment thereon against the said Harold W. & Pauline Blubaugh on Personal Property, East River District, County of Mercer, State of West Virginia.  Prosecuting Attorney waiving notice thereto.


After hearing all the evidence in the case and it appearing to the Commission that taxpayer paid on a Toyota assessed for $13,515 – should have paid on a Jeep assessed for $12,675.  It is therefore ordered that Harold W. & Pauline Blubaugh be exonerated from the payment of taxes, or if the taxes have been paid, shall be refunded by the Sheriff of Mercer County on such erroneous assessment.

Amount of Exoneration $19.12

PETITION FOR CANCELLATION OF ERRONEOUS CHARGES

DATE 9/7/2021

Tax Year 2021

Bluefield District

TICKET #

NAME




REASON



      AMOUNT
304825


Andrea C. Brunais

Double assessed.


   $       409.10

Tax Year 2021

Beaver Pond District

TICKET #

NAME




REASON



      AMOUNT
302508


James Lewis



Deceased.



   $          70.34

301531


Fifth Third Bank


Wrong value.




 37.80

Tax Year 2021

Rock District

TICKET #

NAME




REASON



      AMOUNT
314103


J & L Trucking


Error in Ticket.


   $        483.04

Tax Year 2021

Plymouth District

TICKET #

NAME




REASON


  
    AMOUNT
31825


Elizabeth R. Muldoon

Computer error.


   $      954.90

311190


Thomas E. King


Error in Ticket.



    713.38

Tax Year 2021

Princeton District

TICKET #

NAME




REASON



      AMOUNT
313114


TE Connectivity Corp

Double assessed.


   $          25.30

312087


CCAP Auto Lease, LTD
Error in ticket.



   2,207.76

Tax Year 2021

East River District

TICKET #

NAME




REASON



      AMOUNT
306719


Harold W. Blubaugh

Error in ticket.


   $         679.78

308256


Emory B. Kelley


Error in ticket.




 76.87

310166


James Wiblin


Double assessed on MH.


 39.26

306977


CCAP Auto Lease LTD
Error in ticket.


  
    2,390.82

309484


Derek T. Shrader


Active Military.




378.98


This day the following accounts were presented against the County of Mercer, and the Commission having examined each and all of them, doth allow payment from the different accounts, check numbers listed below:

GENERAL COUNTY



- Check #74934-75027    Void #74934,74949,74981,74997

COAL SEVERANCE




- Check #4120-4128
MAGISTRATE COURT



- Check #5372
HOME CONFINEMENT



- Check #2520-2521
HOTEL MOTEL





- Check #4251-4266



COURTHOUSE EQUIPMENT

- Check #809-811


COURTHOUSE ANNEX



- Check #1760-1764
VIDEO LOTTERY




- Check #1455-1458

COAL REALLOCATION



- Check #1029-1033
MCDRC FEES





- Check #5504-5522
 
Void #511


ASSESSOR REAPPRAISAL


- Check #6543-6554
SHERIFF DRUG FUND



- Check #1152
DEPUTY SHERIFF RETIREMENT
- Check #296

It is ordered that this Commission be and is hereby adjourned until Tuesday, October 12, 2021. 


           

          
















_____________________________________PRESIDENT
